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ACTION ARA-14 
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OR 172221ZMAR78 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7385 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY SAN IOSE 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
USCINCSO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SAN SALVADOR 1323 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, SHUM, ES 

SUBJECT: BPR DEMONSTRATION DOWNTOWN SAN SALVADOR PROVOKES 
SHOOTING CONFRONATION 

1 . JUST BEFORE NOON, FRIDAY, MARCH 17, GROUP OF DEMONSTRATORS 
(ESTIMATED BETWEEN 300 TO 1,000, WITH 300 MORE LIKELY FIGURE) 

BEGAN MARCH DOWN MAJOR THOROUGHFARE NEAR PARQUE LIBERT AD. 
GROUP REPORTEDLY CARRYING SIGNS AND SLOGANS OF POPULAR REV- 
OLTUIONARY BLOC (BPR) AND ITS COMPONENTS FECCAS AND UTC. DES- 
TINATION OF DEMONSTRATORS NOT CERTAIN. BUT SEVERAL SOURCES 
INDICATE THEY HAD PLANNED TO HOLD MANIFESTATION IN FRONT OF 
ONE OF GOVERNMENT OWNED CREDIT BANKS IN THAT AREA. 

2. POLICE APPARENTLY UNAWARE OF PLANS FOR MANIFESTATION, BUT 
CALLED OUT NATIONAL POLICE AND OTHER SECURITY FORCES TO MONITOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SAN SA 01323 180118Z 

MARCH. 

3. POLICE REPORTS STATE THAT DEMONSTRATORS FIRED 

ON POLICE, KILLING ONE POLICEMAN AND INJURING ANOTHER. POLICE 
RETURNED FIRE. IN GUN BATTLE THERE WAS ONE ADDITIONAL DEATH 
(11 YEAR OLD CHILD) AND ESTIMATED 8-10 WOUNDED. DEMONSTRATORS 
DISPERSED RAPIDLY FOLLOWING EXHANGE OF GUNFIRE. POLICE BLOCKED 
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OFF PORTION OF DOWNTOWN AREA FOR SEVERAL HOURS, BUT 
AS OF 3 P.M, NO FURTHER SIGNS OF DISTURBANCE. 

4. COMMENT: MANIFESTATION BELIEVED TO BE INITIATED 
BY RELATIVELY SMALL, HARD CORPS OF BPR MEMBERS AND 
THEIR ASSOCIATES, WITH OTHER PARTICIPANTS JOINING 
IN AS MARCH PROGRESSED. OBJECT OF MANIFESTATION WAS 
APPARENTLY TO DEMAND CREDIT FOR CAMPESINOS FROM 
GOVERNMENT-LENDING INSTITUTIONS. 

DEVINE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SANSA01323 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 20-0354 

Format: TEL 

From: SAN SALVADOR 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780354/aaaabtng.tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 67861 7c5-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3289792 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BPR DEMONSTRATION DOWNTOWN SAN SALVADOR PROVOKES SHOOTING CONFRONATION 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, SHUM, ES 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/678617c5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



